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Quantitative (Individual) Critique
1. Is the design clearly identified and described in the research report? What is the design?
The design is clearly described in the research report that focuses on answering a specific question. The quantitative research design is identified because the report presents both micro and macro views.  The report outlines the selection criteria of the subject and assignation to specific groups as part of data collection. The application of the intervention is mentioned as part of the design with a measurement strategy and the data analysis plan (Houser, 2016). The research design focuses on quantitatively examining the effect of training students in the first year from the nursing department based on their attitude and caring for patients.
2. Is the design appropriate to test the study hypothesis(es) or answer the research question(s)? Why/ why not?
The design is appropriate to test the study hypothesis, which states that education influences student's attitudes and care for the patient. The design considers both macro and micro views based on the identified research questions to prove the hypothesis. The conclusion is based on the quantity of data collected from a population of 81 students from the nursing department.
3. Did the study use an experimental or non-experimental design? Was the most appropriate type of experimental design used?  Explain your reasoning. (Houser pp. 41-43).
The study used experimental design to answer the research questions on the effect of training on student's attitudes and performance. The design was most appropriate for the research because the experimental model used included two phases. The first phase employed sociodemographic data in the Turkish form and the practical analysis in the second phase. The observation element of the experimental design measures the data from the selected sample size (Houser, 2016).
4. What means were used to control for threats to internal validity? External validity? (Houser p. 243).
Statistical regression was used to control threats to internal validity. The researcher subjected 81 students to the training and concluded based on the results obtained after using SPSS to carry out a t-test. The statistical analysis carried out on the obtained data controls threats to internal validity.
The threats to external validity are controlled by considering the effects of the experimental arrangement. The research used the observation as part of the experimental design to allow generalizations, unlike in the non-experimental research. The first set of research used sociodemographic data, which was further confirmed by experimenting using the Turkish version.
5. Was the assignment of subjects to the experimental and control group clearly described? If so, how?  (Houser chapter 7).
The assignment of subjects in both experimental and control groups was clearly described as evident in the report. The experimental group consisted of 81 students whose attitude and care for dying patients were tested after the training. The control group involved the similar number of students without any training at the University. The subjects in the experiment were carried out generally because the students were selected from the nursing school without any criteria. The number of female students participating in the trial was higher than that of males. The sample size was randomly selected to test the hypothesis on the effects of training in nursing students based on their attitude and care for dying patients.
6. Does the research design allow the researcher to draw a cause-and-effect relationship between the variables? Describe. 
The research design does not allow the researcher to draw a cause-and-effect relationship between the variables. The duration allocated for the research is short for the experimental design selected to determine the effects. The short duration does not allow the researcher to evaluate the cause and instead focuses on the impact of the overall process. The results and analysis involved in the design focus on the effect and ignore discussing the causes of change in attitude after the training. The results are specific to Turkish students and thus cannot generalize the impact of training to al nursing students.
7. Are the study findings presented and study limitations acknowledged? If so, how?
The study findings are presented with an acknowledgment of the limitations based on the selected experimental design. The results are statistically presented, and a t-test performed using the SPSS to analyze the findings. The results obtained from the experiment are compared against those obtained from the control group before concluding. The research identified two main limitations based on the selected experimental design (Cerit, 2019). The duration allocated for the study was short and did not allow the researcher to compare and evaluate the exact cause of changes in attitude. The short time does not also enable sufficient training of the students to impact a change in attitude and behavior when dealing with dying patients. The sample is selected from Turkish thus; the results cannot be generalized for all nursing students in other parts of the world.
8. What means were used to control for extraneous variables, such as subject characteristics? Please explain. 
The researcher controlled the extraneous variables by holding them constant when dealing with both groups. The students were trained in the same place and duration regardless of their gender to avoid the effects of the extraneous variables. The instructions given to the students in both control and experimental groups are the same. The training took place in the same location, and participants had a narrow age range to ensure that they had equal psychological range (Cerit, 2019).
9. Will the study findings have significance for nursing? Why/why not?
The study findings have significance for nursing. The results show that training nursing students have a positive impact on their attitude and behavior when dealing with patients. The world of nursing can focus on training nursing students at the age of 19 to improve their attitude with patients requiring special care. The death rates are expected to reduce with an increase in life expectancy, a positive change in the nursing section. Nursing, an essential part of the medical field, can improve the general performance based on the results obtained from the research study. 
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